TOWN OF SHEFFIELD
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
THURSDAY MARCH §, 2020
SECOND FLOOR MEETING ROOM
7:00 PM

Board Members Present: Eric Carlson, Chairman
Allison Lassoe
John Reilley
Paul Nardi
Kenneth Smith

Others Present: Renee LeClair, Zoning Board of Appeals Clerk
Members of the public (see sign in sheet)

Chairman E. Carlson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Discussion/Possible Action Regarding notice of Decision for 941 Clayton Road: Chairman E.
Carlson began by stating that there would be no input from the public. This would be a Board
deliberation.

Chairman E. Carlson stated that he want to be sure that everyone understands that at the last
meeting a motion was made and seconded to reconsider the vote taken at the February 13th
meeting regarding the Administrative Appeal filed for 941 Clayton Road. The Board now needs
to discuss the Appeal.

P. Nardi referenced Town Counsels’ opinion; this is a customary use in Sheffield, he continued
that he has trails on his property as do many in Town this does not make them racetracks. There
is nothing in the Town Bylaws that states that this is not allowed, and according to the letter
submitted by Jared Clayton the Ovitt’s only rode twenty one times last year. In his opinion this is
not excessive.

Attorney Alexandra Glover announced that she would be recording the meeting.

J. Reilly stated that he agrees with P. Nardi, and people are doing this all over Sheffield. P. Nardi
added these bikes have been in use in the Town since they were invented and that he can’t see
taking the privilege away for just a couple people complaining. We are going to open up a can of
worms that will end up affecting the entire Town.

A. Lassoe said she agrees with what P. Nardi is saying. She has done her research looking for
similar cases in other Towns and did not produce any easy solution. A. Lassoe stated it seems
that this use has changed throughout the years; this to me is a special circumstance. Without the
benefit of a sound meter, we only know that his neighbors are not able to enjoy their property
because of the noise.
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The noise concern did not start in 2002, when he started riding; this issue has built over the
years. The rider has become more talented as he has aged with practicing on the track. We are
not talking about a steady sound of a lawnmower. This noise changes with the frequency of
acceleration and deceleration of these bikes as they ride the track.

P. Nardi said in his opinion what this decision is going to do is affect snow mobiles and any
other thing that is ridden in Sheffield, it will snow ball into that sooner or later.

Chairman Carlson stated that he would disagree with that and what is in discussion right now is
the use of a motocross track and the excessive noise that it causes.

Chairman Carlson clarified that the Board did not intend for this decision to reflect that the
owner could not use a motorcycle on his property at all. That is not what we wanted. He doesn’t
see that this issue stretching into not being able to use a snowmobile, a chainsaw or otherwise.
This is a noise that is unique to a motocross track.

A. Lassoe said that she sees this as a special noise on this particular property. It may pertain to
the size of the property the location of the track etc. Her opinion certainly is not a blanket
statement no one should be able to ride a motorcycle. This particular use is above and beyond
average and it seems that a Special Permit would take care of these nuances.

P. Nardi stated that the use is not excessive and referenced Jared Clayton’s letter for the number
of times the track was used last year.

A discussion ensued regarding the opinion from Town Counsel dated February 28, 2020 and the
Town’s Zoning Bylaws.

The Board continued to discuss their interpretations of the Bylaws and Town Counsels opinion.

P. Nardi stated that he feels this is an allowed use we should uphold the building inspector’s
decision. J. Reilley agreed.

P. Nardi motioned, with a second from J, Reilley to deny the appeal and uphold the building
inspector’s decision.

The roll call vote was as follows:

J. Reilley- Aye

P. Nardi — Aye

K. Smith — Aye

Chairman E. Carlson — Nay
A. Lassoe — Nay

Attorney Alexandra Glover and Attorney Elisabeth C. Goodman both voiced their objections to
the vote.

E. Carlson called a recess.
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E. Carlson returned from the recess and stated that there being no further business before the
Board this evening he would entertain a motion to adjourn. K. Smith motioned, with a second
from A, Lassoe to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 5-0.

Chairman Carlson adjourned the meeting at 7:21 p.m.

[

Repte1.eClair
oning Board of Appeals Clerk

Documents reviewed at the meeting:
Draft Notice of Decision
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